[image: ]

The National CASA/GAL Association offers the following list of films and television programs to help improve and inspire your service to children. All items on this list were suggested by CASA staff, CASA volunteers, and supporters. Please note that not all films have been viewed by Summit County CASA Staff, and some may contain distressing material that may be upsetting given the topics. Please read the description of the video and click the link below to view. Keep in mind, you may contact your volunteer coordinator to process the film. 

Most of the videos are available to access for free with the link provided. Some of the films and documentaries are only available on HBO, Netflix, or Amazon Prime Video. If you do not have those streaming services, you will not be able to view the film. Please contact your volunteer coordinator with any questions. 

MOVIES/DOCUMENTARIES
Abuse 

A Mother’s Love
A Cancer Hoax Documentary tells the inside story of a mother, Terri Milbrandt, who pretended her daughter had cancer and appealed to her close- knit community for help to pay the medical bills.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuOJpikr5hQ 

ReMoved (Part 1 and 2)
Removed Part 1: Explores from a 10 year-old child’s point of view of the emotional journey of being taken from her home and placed in the foster care system.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOeQUwdAjE0
 
Removed Part 2: Remember My Story Stuck in the abyss of the foster care system, Zoe's life finally begins to move forward until unexpectedly what she holds dearest is taken away from her yet again and she is left to pick up the pieces of her tender heart.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1fGmEa6WnY

Addiction

Breaking Points 
Includes candid perspectives from high-school and college students, as well as nationally recognized experts, challenging the misperceived “safety” and effectiveness of using prescription stimulants without a doctor’s prescription. It serves as a catalyst to inform discussions about what parents and communities can do to support teens struggling to manage stress. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaiGJzsfG30
 





Adoption 

Finding the Way Home: 
Focusing on the stories of eight children who have been reunited with family members or placed in loving foster homes after experiencing the trauma of institutionalization, Finding the Way Home highlights the painful realities of the eight million children living in orphanages and other institutions around the world. The film shares insights from families, social workers and dedicated foster parents to illustrate what it truly means to be home. *This documentary is only available on HBO
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/finding-the-way-home

Struggle for Identity: Issues in Transracial Adoption 
A thought-provoking video presenting a group of adoptees who discuss their experiences growing up in transracial adoptive families. They delve into complex issues such as confronting stereotypes, fitting in with their culture of origin and learning to define themselves in terms of race and culture.
https://www.cultureunplugged.com/documentary/watch-online/play/51562/Struggle-for-Identity--Issues-in-Transracial-AdoptionSpecial-Edition
 
Child Welfare 

Foster 
This film features numerous individuals in the foster care system; however, the inspiration for this film started with just one child. *This documentary is only available on HBO
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/foster

Cultural Awareness 

Foster Care's Invisible Youth 
Seven LGBTQ youth from the foster care system share their stories. Failed by their families, these young people go on to face rejection from foster families, invisibility within the system and incredible obstacles to healthy development.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wn1L8M_I-Cs
 
Domestic Violence 

Impact of Domestic Violence on Children 
This film addresses the impact of domestic violence on children. Research shows those impacts can last a lifetime. Children exposed to violence in the home often experience psychosomatic illnesses, depression, and suicidal tendencies. Later in life, these children are at greater risk for substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and criminal behavior than those raised in homes without violence.
https://www.pbs.org/video/new-mexico-pbs-public-square-public-square-june-2013/
 



Education 

Ted Talk: Foster Care to College: A Crisis WE Can Solve 
Foster youth who exit the system at 18 have less than a 4% chance to ever complete college.  There is a 25% chance they will be homeless.  Higher education administration and faculty need to be part of the solution by rethinking local engagement in order to help this group of youth be prepared, apply, and complete college.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKI6SDec7Gc
 
Human Trafficking/Exploitation 

Selling the Girl Next Door 
This documentary “takes viewers into the world of underage American girls caught up in the violent sex trade. Hundreds of thousands of girls under the age of 18 are ensnared into lives of prostitution annually, according to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children.  Many are runaways or “throwaways” trapped in “the oldest profession” by pimps who sell them using modern sales and marketing techniques.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4kil67llDs
 
Mental Illness 

Medicating Kids 
This documentary examines the dramatic increase in the prescription of behavior-modifying drugs for children. Are these medications really necessary--and safe--for young children, or merely a harried nation's quick fix for annoying, yet age appropriate, behavior?
 https://vimeo.com/12657422
 
Sexual Abuse 

Leaving Neverland  
A two-part documentary exploring the separate but parallel experiences of two young boys, James Safechuck, at age 10, and Wade Robson, at age 7, both of whom were befriended by Michael Jackson. This the film crafts a portrait of sustained abuse, exploring the complicated feelings that led both men to confront their experiences after both had son’s of their own. *This documentary is only available on HBO
 https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/leaving-neverland

Trauma 

Ted Talk: How childhood trauma affects health across a lifetime 
Childhood trauma isn’t something you just get over as you grow up. Pediatrician Nadine Burke Harris explains that the repeated stress of abuse, neglect and parents struggling with mental health or substance abuse issues has real, tangible effects on the development of the brain.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95ovIJ3dsNk

Paper Tigers 
The principal of Lincoln High School changes his school's approach to discipline to help students overcome traumatic events. *This documentary is only available on Amazon Prime Video
https://www.amazon.com/Paper-Tigers-Jim-Sporleder/dp/B01KKYEZ1A

Delinquency 

True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality
Bryan Stevenson is founder and Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative.  Bryan authored the bestselling book “Just Mercy”, which recently was turned into a movie by the same title.  For more than three decades, Bryan has advocated on behalf of the poor, the incarcerate, and the condemned.  This HBO documentary follows his struggle to create greater fairness in the system and shows how racial injustice emerged, evolved and continues to threaten this country, challenging viewers to confront it.
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/true-justice-bryan-stevensons-fight-for-equality
*This documentary is only available on HBO


Prison Kids: Juvenile Justice in America
A documentary that takes a hard look at our nation’s juvenile justice system. Narrated by Academy Award-nominated actress Gabourey Sidibe and featuring an introduction by Russell Simmons, this hour-long film explores America’s failed juvenile justice system through the eyes of young people and their families.
https://youtu.be/DLpNhTbMCZw



















Do you have other suggestions to add to this list? If so, please contact Sarah Harvan sharvan@juvenilecourt.summitoh.net 
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